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It was iﬁ the autumn of 1889, that I entered the
University of Leipzig esnd beceme acquainted with Professor
wundt. My knowledge of German was meagre; and I had serious
misgivings as to my first interview with the Herr Geheimrath.

He reassured me at once, however, by saying that though he spoke
no English, he understood it and would be glad to heve me use
my owh language.

On learning that I had been a student in Rome, he
remarked:; "Why then, you are familisr with the'philoscphy of Sty
Thomas"™; and in the course of the canversation he showed that
he was thopoughly informed in regard to the neo-Scholastic

movement insugurated by Pope Leo X1ll.

At this meeting also, noticing that I had copy of the
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Verzeichniss der Vorlesungen, he suggested thaet the list of courses
was attractive and that, like other students, I would probsbly

be tempted to register for a large number of subjects, "Do ndf

said; "

attempt too much," he this the best advice I can give yjou.m®

fundt impressed me as a man who earnestly sought for

the truth. With 2 wide raenge of knowmledge he combined an

U‘s

sccuracy, even a severity, of thought, the result of his scientific
training, While he adopted the latest methods of research and
in one field =t least did the work of = ploneer, he sppreciated
the azchievements of the past and gave full credit to his contemp-
oraries who so oftef took a different point of view,

His lecture hall, with sittings for some L“rcG hundre 4
students, was always well filled. 1t wes a cosmopolitan
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sudience which reminded me, in some respects, of the Urbah
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College in Rome. Puhctuality was one of the professor's

virtues and it had the desired effect ypon his suditors.

Whatever the subject--and he covered the whole ground of. the

philosophicel and psychologieal sciences--his hearers were sure

of an’ interesting lecture. It was delivered with earnestness

and fluency. Wundt always laid mhmmsm upon the rostrum &
notebook; end then forgot thet i1t was there, Some of the students
knew'thah his visfon was defecflje; ami for that reason they
formed a higher estimate Qf the man'ts energy amd erudition,

The psychological l&bof;tcrw, in thet day, was
primitive enough. It ocoupied & half dozen rooms in the old
building which hes since disappeared. There Wes HO great show
of epparatus; but such as it was, it was nearly all in daily
use. Additions to it were, for the most part, of Wundl's own
devising. ©f the men who worked there, at lesst two-thirds
were Americans. Some have become leaders in psychology end have
made known the principles and methols of the Leipzlg school
to students in various universities of our couniry.

Usually, the Professor met the resesrch students in
the laboratory after hié'lecture, Those were moments of freé-
and-easy intercourse. _They gave an opportunity to get adviece
concerning problems under in%esmiggﬁion; to discuss now
publicatith'or tog secure’an express lon regeriing the stateménﬁs
which came from various querters with reference to the findings
of the heipzig laboratory. . :

| For the écrimonious, Wandt had little use. He could

teke part in & discussion quite vigorousiy; but he preferred

to conduct it on = high level. If, in his lectures, he adverted
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to those who differed from him, there was no trace of narromness

in his eriticism. On the contrary, I recall that he deprecated
the temper of an ardent writer who, in coming to the defense
of the Leipﬁig Institute, had been rather severe upon the
author of the attack.

There ﬁas a certain intensity about Professor
Wundt, due no doubt tb the fact that he gaw continually wider
end wider horixonslopening before him, &t seemed &%t one time -
es though his absopption in spécﬁlative oroblems had drawn
him too far €rom scientific interests. PRrobably he thought
that the YYSystem der Philosophie™ was the necessary culmination
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of his seientific lsbors. - In point of faet, his enthusiasm
for psychology had nct cooled,‘as is evident from his later
publiecations.

Wundt's hzbits were of the simﬁler sort. There was
no ostentation about him. I think thet he was gratified to
have students from all perts of the world coming to his’lectures,
and still more to see his disciples filling chairs both in
Germany and beyond its borders. Bub his suscess did nog
meke him less approachable; He went on his aoéustomed way,
patient and laborious, and always ready to help otheré out of
the fulness of his own knowledge., | |

To see him, half an hour before his lecture, passing
elong the Promenade, no one would have suspected thet he was
among the foremost thinkérs of his day. Few, even of the students,
recognized him., He was not followe@ by a 'Shedow of Providence';
and yet, as he went along, one thought, guite natuwally,

of a street in Kbnigsberg.
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Repriﬁtea from The Psychological Review,:¥ol. 28, No. 3,

(May,’l92l) pp. 159-162, Pace's article was one of seventeen
written in memory and honor of Prof. Wundt by former studénts,
all of which were published together. The other contributors
were G; Stanley Hall, J. McKeen Cattéll, L. B, Titchener?

Frank Angell,‘Howard 0 Warren; James R. Angell, -George M
Stratton, G. T, W. Patrick, Charles H. Judd, ﬁi%bur M. Urban,

G« ﬁ- Tawney, Edward M. Weyer, Walter Dili Seott, Bifd.T.
Baldwin, -George F. Afps, and Rudolph Pintner. As the articles
were arranged =zccording to the dates at which the aﬁthors stud ied
under Prof. Wundt, Pace's contribution followed.thase gfiProfs

Hall and Prof. Cattell.



